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Hanau, and that a strong division was coming to meet us to
dispute our passage through the defile.

My position as commander of the advance-guard now
became very ticklish. How was I, without a single foot-
soldier, and with my cavalry shut in between lofty hills and
an impassable torrent, to attack infantry whose scouts could
climb the rocks and shoot us down at point-blank range ? I
at once sent to the rear of the column to let the general
know, but Exelmans was not to be found. So, as my orders
were to advance, and I could not stop the divisions behind
me, I marched on, until at an elbow in the valley my scouts
reported that there was a detachment of the enemy's hussars
in front. The Austrians and Bavarians had made the same
mistake as our leaders. We had to attack with cavalry a
long and narrow defile in which not more than ten or twelve
horses could walk abreast, and they were sending cavalry to
defend a place which a hundred light infantry could have
held against any number of horse. I was rejoiced to see that
the enemy had no infantry, and as I knew by experience
that when two columns meet in a narrow place the advantage
is always to the side that makes the charge, I sent my picked
company ahead at full speed. Only the first section could
touch the enemy, but it did it so thoroughly that the
Austrian column was thrown into disorder, and my troopers
had only to hold their swords straight.

We pursued for more than an hour. The enemy were Ott's
regiment, and I never saw finer hussars. They were just from
Vienna; and their uniforms, handsome, if a little theatrical,
were as new and smart as yon could wish. You might have
thought they came from a ball-room or a theatre. Their
brilliant costume contrasted strangely with the more than
modest get-up of our chasseurs, many of whom were still
wearing the clothes, stained with smoke and dust, in which
they had bivouacked for a year and a half past; but brave
hearts and sturdy limbs were inside them. The white jackets
of Ott's hussars were soon terribly blood-stained, and the
trim regiment lost more than 200 killed and wounded. Not
one of ours was touched, as the enemy never had a chance ofs that the Austro-Bavarian army was already at magnanimity so far as to allow these soldiers tormishing line, his whiteabolically into the air,,
